
Access to tertiary education in the Pilbara

Key partnerships

There is no university in the Pilbara (the nearest university is 

approx 1600km away in Perth). TAFE is well represented with 

campuses and a presence in Port Hedland, Karratha, Newman 

and Tom Price. To study at university, students must leave the 

Pilbara or study online. 

The physical presence and support the PUC provides has made 

a significant difference to those studying and has been influential 

for those aspirant to study university courses in our local 

communities.

The Pilbara Universities Centre wishes to partner with universities 

that have a true regional focus and those that specialise in 

courses that are of importance to the Pilbara community.

The Pilbara Universities Centre is located in the Pilbara, Western Australia, a region with approximately  
62,000 residents spread across some of the most remote towns in Western Australia. The Pilbara 
Universities Centre was established mid-way through 2019 to provide support for nearly 1,000 students 
studying university in the region.

Pilbara Universities Centre

The Pilbara region accounts for 30% of all resources in Australia 

including iron ore, LNG, alumina, natural gas and LPG, crude oil & 

condensate, gold, nickel, base metals, mineral sands, and coal and  

the region is known as the ‘economic powerhouse’ of Australia.

PUC students are a diverse group enrolled in a variety of 
courses – learning skills greatly needed by the community to 
fill a looming skills shortage.

The PUC supports 16 towns across the region with driving distances 

ranging from 236.5km: Karratha campus to the Port Hedland study 

hub (2.5 hr drive); 611km: Karratha campus to Newman (6 hr 

drive); and 545km: Karratha campus to Paraburdoo (5.5 hr drive).

The Pilbara region equates to 2/3 the area of NSW, twice the size of 

Victoria and five times the size of Tasmania.
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* Pilbara Region has more jobs than its population.
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